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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is the communication in response to Applicant's Amendment/Remarl<s filed 
on June 23, 2008, for application, titled: "Method for Electronically Initiating and 
Managing Agricultural Production Contracts". 

2. Claims 1-28 are pending in this application and have been examined. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -28 have been fully considered but 
some of them are not persuasive. 

4. Applicant argues that the claimed invention describes a method of trying to 
initiate a contract between a specified buyer and a specified seller, while the Manual 
and Hunt references toward a svstem to price and then trade financial instruments (see 
Remarks, pages 1 1 , last line, page 12, first and third paragraphs, page 14, first 
paragraph). 

5. The Examiner disagrees. The claimed invention is based on a website (a 
system) that allows a buyer to post it desired needs and any number of suppliers to post 
what they would be willing to supply (pricing) and then form a contract (trade). This Is 
exactly what Is taught by the Manual and Hunt references. Manual and Hunt together 
disclose a system (website) that allows buyer and seller to price the financial 
instruments (willing to buy and willing to supply) and then trade (forming contract). 

6. The Examiner, however, agrees with the Applicant that Hunt does not explicitly 
disclose using an Internet (see Remarks, page 12, second paragraph). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Commodity Trading Manual ("Manual") in view of Walker et al. (U.S. Patent No. 

5,794,207) ("Walker"). 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and 
are applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages 
and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in 
preparing the responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially 
teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage 
as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the examiner. 

9. With respect to Claim 1, Manual together with Walker disclose a method of 
facilitating the contracting of agricultural commodities using the Internet comprising the 
steps of: 

providing a web server connected to the Internet (see Walker, col. 1 1 , lines 55- 
61 , Figures 1 , 2/element 200. Manual, page 35 where it says "Futures exchanges 
provide a location for buyers and sellers to meet"); 

providing in operative communication with the server a centralized database 
system for the storage and retrieval of data (see Walker, col. 11, lines 3-7, Figure 
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2/element 250. Manual, page 35 where it says "This activity is centralized on the 
trading floor of each futures exchange"); 

storing data in the database system relating to types and amounts of potential 
commodities desired by one or more commodity buyers (see Walker, col. 12, lines 54- 
67, Figure 2/element 250. Manual, pages 36 where it says "This is accomplished by 
futures exchanges through a variety of communication systems. The Chicago Board of 
Trade's advanced computer system"); 

in response to a command input into the system, displaying a listing of desired 
commodities including information related to the types, amounts available of the 
commodities (see Walker, col. 14, lines 53-65, Figure 3 and 4 "display device". Manual, 
page 1 94 where it says "Varieties of Corn"); 

receiving input data from a potential supplier of an commodity relating to a 
specific type and amount of a commodity which the supplier is willing to supply to a 
buyer harvest or at other times (see Walker, col. 14, lines 53-65, Figure 3 and 4 "input 
device". Manual, pages 36 where it says "Transactions made on the trading floor must 
be reported"); and 

generating a contract for the sale of the specific type and amount of the 
commodity by the supplier to the buyer (see Walker, col. 15, lines 60-7 of col. 17, Figure 
5/elements 500-580. Manual, pages 315 and 324). 

10. Manual discloses a process and information related to contracting agricultural 
commodities including types and amounts of agricultural commodities, trading by buyers 
desiring agricultural commodities and suppliers willing to supply agricultural 
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commodities and sales contracts for such agricultural commodities. However, Manual 
does not expressly disclose a web server for buyers and sellers to create a contract on 
the Internet. 

1 1 . Walker discloses a system and method for prospective buyers of goods and 
services to bind a contract with prospectively sellers on the Internet. Walker discloses 
all elements in the claim including providing a web sever, database storage, storing 
data, displaying data, receiving input data, and generating contract. 

12. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to automate the process taught by Manual using the 
system/method as taught by Walker in order to gain the efficiency and effectiveness for 
buyers and sellers to create a binding contract on the Internet, and since the claimed 
invention is merely an automation of a well known process, all this would be 
accomplished with no unpredictable results. 

1 3. With respect to Claims 2-12, these are the dependent claims depend on claim 
1 . Hence, they are rejected as well. 

14. With respect to Claim 13, this claim is similar to claim 1 with the exception of 
updating the listing of commodities (see Manual, page 324, "Trading unit" and the 
discussion in claim 1 above). 

15. With respect to Claims 14-23, these are the dependent claims depend on claim 
13. Hence, they are rejected as well. 

1 6. With respect to Claims 24-28, these claims include the necessary database 
maintaining method, apparatus and processors for implementing the method claims 1- 
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23. They have the same elements and limitations. Hence, they are rejected under the 
same rationale provide in claims 1-23. 



Official Notice 

17. Applicant argues that the claims disclose a method for creating a contract 
specifically for types and amount of agricultural commodities on the Internet. The 
Applicant also argues that at the time of the invention, contracting was extremely labor 
intensive and complex. The Examiner has reviewed Applicant's claims and concluded 
that with the exception of the agricultural commodities, the claims basically disclose a 
known or obvious process for buyers and sellers to create a contract on the Internet. 
The independent claim 1 is present below without the agricultural commodities to show 
how the claim corresponds to a standard process for creating a contract on the Internet: 

1 8. A method of facilitating the contracting of . . . using the internet comprising the 
steps of: 

providing a web server connected to the Internet; 

providing a centralized database system for the storage and retrieval of data; 
storing the data in the database system ... ; 

in response to a command input into the system, displaying a listing of ... ; 
including information related to ... ; 
receiving input data from ... and; 
generating a contract .... 
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1 9. As it can be seen that the claim discloses a common process for buyers and 
sellers to create a contract on the Internet and that all the elements (providing, storing, 
displaying, including, receiving and generating) are disclosed in Walker and Manual. 

20. Official Notice is taken that it is old and well known in the art to automate a 
manual process using a processor. Automating a manual process speeds the process 
and increases accuracy over manual actions. It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to automate the process as taught by 
Manual by providing a processor as taught by Walker, as this would have provided 
faster and more accurate for contracting. To be patentable, a claim must be specific to 
its invention and this is not read in Applicant's claim language. 

21 . Note is taken by the Examiner that should the applicant find objectionable any 
statements made herein by the Examiner regarding Official Notice, Applicant can make 
a proper challenge to those statements only by providing adequate information or 
argument so that on its face it creates a reasonable doubt regarding the circumstances 
justifying those statements: a simple response requesting a reference without doing so, 
or a response that fails to logically refute the basic assumptions underlying the 
justification, will result in an improper and failed challenge and those unchallenged 
statements will remain the record of the case. 

Conclusion 

22. Claims 1-28 are rejected. 
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23. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HA! IRAN whose telephone number is (571 )272-7364. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9-4 PM. 

24. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammel! can be reached on (571) 272-6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

25. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/H. T.l 

Examiner, Art Unit 3694 
/James P Trammell/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3694 



